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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSOMNANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Hilahial |Labiodental| Dental |.'\Jluﬂu:|l'ma.lvuuhr Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular |Pharyngeal | CGlowal

Plosave p I] [ d. i d_ 'C j k g q G’ | ?

Nasal m i) n n| n | N

Trill R I R

Tap or Flap v r T

Fricative ¢|3fxfﬁﬂ|sz|j3§q§jx3*15?1i h kA

Lateral I

Iricative B

Approximant U 1 ¥ ] uj

spooeionst I L] A] ¢

Symbals o the right in a cell are voiced, 1o the lefl are voiceless. Shaded areas denote anticulations judged impossible.

CONSONANTS (NOMULMONIC) VOWELS
Clicks Woiced implosives Ejectives Frond WChiirl i
= Close 1 tatd miell
() Bilabial b mussia Examples: J
y 1Y [¥]
| Dental {0 Denaliatventar P iabial
i Closeemid
| (Pastialvenlar f pataat 1" Denmbiatveotar eng bl ¥r0
F Palssoatveolar (] velar k' velar 2
|| Aveotartaserst | G vuiar 5 Alveolar fricasive paats Eage 3\9 AtD
a B
OTHER SYMBOLS i 2% (E \ aso
M\ Viodceless labial-velar fricative & & Abveolo-palmial fricatives Where symbals appear in pairs, the one
W Vaiced labial-velar appreoimant ,I Woiced alvealar lmeml flap M g ey A pulied Vol
I_{ Vaiced labial-palainl approximans ﬁ S imuhiame e J- mnd X SUPRASEGMENTALS
1 t
r Primary stress
B bt A S | oot et il it ” a Sfouna'tifan
‘S Vaiced epiglotal fricative can be represented by two symbals s kp | Secondary stress
? Epiglotial plosive joined by a tie bar if’ necessary. ! Long el
o " Halfdomg €7
DIACRITICS Some discritics may be placed above & symbol with a descendir, e ]:I 4 Eekashort é
= 10T
_ Valceless 0 .[j _ Breathy viiced b a | el t d _
. b ¢ d I Minor {fot) group
Vaicad Creaky voiced ; ical
: -E'h ih e A O aj.» 5 b | Masor Entonation) group
Asplntedt th dl| | Cinguoiabia t d et L 51 . Syllable break  Iigckt
| Morcromded ) W Labistized Y dY| 7 nasabaed € Lirking {absence of a break)
Lewromded ) 1 pastalized th di| " vasirelese dn _—
: : TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
Adhanced 1 Y Velarized tY Y| ! Latersl release d! — JR—
_ Reracied e T T a——— & o ﬁ;‘ & or /] Rusing
Comralized 6 ~ Velarized or pharyngealized T & AHm & N Failg
w % A High
Mid-cenimalioed 2 Raised 2 (] = voiced alvealar fcative) g - i g 1 :ﬂ!
- o - Low A ricin
; Syllabic Laowered £ (|3 = voiced bilakial appronciman) w Exir Ris 8
z - ¢ @ g Jm B Ty
- Hom-syllabic ; H Addvanced Tongse Root ; + pg A Glokal rise
* Rhoticity 2 @ |, Rewscted Tomgue Rooe € T Upsiep “ Glohal fall




First Person
Second Person
Third Person

Singular

Plural

Masculine
Feminine
Subjective
Agentive
Patientive

Subject

Agent

Patient
Nominative
Accusative
Passive

Past

Present
Imperative

Object of Preposition
Non-finite
Reflexive Pronoun
Participle
Dependent Marker

Future

) Genitive
v Dative
v Ergative

SGlsg Absolutive

PL/pl

SBJ
AGT
PAT
S

A

P
NOM
ACC
PASS
PST
PRES
IMP
PROP.O
NF
REFL
PART
DEP
FUT

B gidd of

GEN
DAT
ERG
ABS


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient_(grammar)
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y) Diét meminerit consul
day.GEN remember. FUT.PERF.3SG consu. NOM
The consul will remember the day

v) Consulem amicitiae commonefecit
consul. ACC friendship.GEN  remind.PERF.3SG
He reminded the consul of friendship

v) Parricidit consulem incusat
parricide.GEN consul. ACC accuse.3SG
He accuses the consul of parricide
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f) Dominus equum consult dedit
master.NOM horse.ACC consul.DAT give.PERF.3SG
The master gave the horse to the consul

&) Mihi subvenistt
me.DAT help.PERF.2SG
You have helped me
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Ali 3SG-PRES-3SG-love ~ M-woman M-beautiful
Ali loves a beautiful woman (Blake, 2004)
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A (9) Sensei ga  Tasaku ni  hon o yat-ta.
Teacher = SUBJ Tasaku DAT book ACC give-PST
The teacher gave Tasaku a book (Blake, 2004)
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Abstract

In the present reseach, the case system in current Semnani Language has been
investigated. For this purpose, we have morphologically examined the changes
in nouns and pronouns when they are given the canonical grammatical relations
in a clause; i.e. the subject of an interansitive verb (S), the subject of a transitive
verb (A) and the direct object (P) based on describing and analyzing data
collected in the field. Past tense, present tense and perfect aspect of the verbs
have been considered into our investigation. We have also taken into account
the passive voice showing that the object of corresponding active clause
follows subject-verb agreement when it is promoted to subject place. In short,
the case of a noun in a clause with passive structure is similar to the case of the
noun in a clause with intransitive verb. Contrary to the earlier studies, the result
of research showed us that, in Semnani language, verbs do not employ an
ergative-absolutive case system to case-mark their canonical arguments.
Instead, Semnani falls in the fifth group of Comrie’s classification of case
systems in which A and P are identically case-marked and S is case-marked
differently from A and P. Although the fifth group of case systems is defined
merely logically and the existence of such language is not foreseen according
to Comrie, it has been argued that Semnani falls in this very type of case system.
Among the field notes, however, we encountered a plural noun that is case-
marked according to ergative-absolutive system. Our conclusion is that in
Semnani language the dominant trend is toward losing ergative-absolutive
system so that the word order and subject-verb agreement is essential for clause
to be grammatical and acceptable.

Key words: Semnani, Case System, Typology, Ergativity
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